Final Project Format Options
HIST 2311: Western Civilization I

Historians use evidence to tell a story. However, historians tell stories in many different ways. For your final project, you will need to do the work of a historian, but you will have flexibility in how you do it.

I want you to have fun, working on a topic that you find interesting and working in a medium that you are comfortable with. This project shouldn’t be a burden, but an opportunity for you to ask a question that matters to you and to find the answer. This project will also be an opportunity to sharpen your skills in content creation or develop skills in a new medium.

As a historian in this class, you have three options for how you will answer your question.

1. Historical Essay. The primary method through which historians communicate is through writing. If you choose this option, your essay should be about 1,000 words. It should be typed in Times New Roman and doubled spaced. Properly cite all information, using Chicago Style for footnotes and bibliography.

2. Lecture. Historians also tend to give lectures. If you choose this option, you will create a PowerPoint presentation with a voiceover narration. Your lecture will last about 10 minutes, and your slides will follow best practices for lectures. Many websites can help you understand best practices in slide creation. For an example go here: https://learning.linkedin.com/blog/design-tips/5-best-practices-for-making-awesome-powerpoint-slides. 

3. Documentary. Historians sometimes present what they’ve learned with videos. If you choose this option, you will create a short video, upload it to YouTube, and submit the link. Documentaries should be 5 to 10 minutes long.

No matter what format you choose, you must include a bibliography citing your sources. 
